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When you think of the Costa del Sol, you probably imagine
bustling beaches, glamorous resorts, and all-day sunshine. And
while those are certainly part of the charm, there’s another side to
this coastal paradise—one filled with secret spots, breathtaking
views, and a touch of adventure. Whether you're a first-time
visitor or have been to Spain’s southern coast a dozen times,
these five hidden gems will show you the Costa del Sol like
you’ve never seen it before.
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[ Benalmadena Pueblo

Let’s start with Benalmadena Pueblo, a serene hilltop village that
feels like a world away from the touristy buzz of Benalméadena
Costa below. This whitewashed Andalusian town is the definition of
peaceful, with cobbled streets, traditional homes draped in flower
pots, and locals enjoying life at a slower pace.

Begin your morning at Plaza de Espafia, where you can sip café con
leche under the shade of orange trees and browse artisan shops.
Visit Santo Domingo Church and the nearby Buddhist temple, two
landmarks that reflect the area’s diverse spirit. Don’t forget to
explore El Muro Gardens, offering one of the best panoramic views
of the coastline.

Whether you're visiting during a lively village festival or enjoying
the quiet magic of spring, Benalmadena Pueblo delivers an
authentic Andalusian experience with postcard-perfect charm.
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2-Castillo de Colomares

Tucked just minutes away from Benalmadena Pueblo is one of the
Costa del Sol’s most whimsical secrets: Castillo de Colomares. If
you’re thinking “a castle? In southern Spain?”—Yes, but this one’s
different. Built between 1987 and 1994 by a local doctor with a
passion for history and architecture, this monument celebrates the
life and voyages of Christopher Columbus.

What makes Colomares truly special is its design. It blends Gothic,
Byzantine, Romanesque, and Moorish styles into something that
feels more like a movie set than a real building. There are towers,
fountains, hidden nooks, and incredible details carved into nearly
every inch of stone.

It’s not a massive castle, but it’s packed with personality and perfect
for photos, quiet moments, or simply standing still and letting your
imagination wander. Best of all? It’s rarely crowded.




3-El'Torcal de Antequera
(A Landscape from
Another Planet

Drive just over an hour inland from the coast and you’ll arrive at El
Torcal de Antequera, one of Spain’s most surreal natural wonders.
Here, limestone rock formations, shaped by millions of years of
erosion, create a dreamlike landscape that looks like it belongs on
another planet.

Towering stone stacks, narrow passageways, and hidden caves make
this a playground for hikers, photographers, and anyone with a love
for nature. There are several well-marked trails—some short and
family-friendly, others a bit more challenging—but all of them offer
stunning scenery and the chance to spot wildlife like ibex, vultures,
and wild orchids.

There’s also a visitor center with maps and snacks, but the real joy is
simply getting lost (safely!) among the rocks and marveling at
nature’s wild creativity. If you’ve had your fill of beaches, El Torcal
is the perfect inland escape.




41 a Concha (The Iconic
Mountain Above

Marbella

Rising above Marbella like a silent guardian is La Concha, the
mountain that shapes the skyline and offers one of the most
rewarding hikes on the Costa del Sol. While the beaches below are
packed with sunbathers, very few venture up to experience the
breathtaking panoramic views that this iconic peak offers.

At 1,215 meters high, La Concha isn’t a casual stroll—but it’s also
not just for expert hikers. With the right shoes, some water, and a bit
of determination, the climb is doable and well worth it. On a clear
day, you can see across the Costa del Sol, out to the Mediterranean,
and even as far as the coast of Africa.

Along the trail, you’ll pass through pine forests, rocky outcrops, and
wild terrain, all while breathing in some of the freshest air around.
It’s a beautiful reminder that the Costa del Sol isn’t just about sea
level—you can find peace and perspective high above the buzz, too.




5 Cueva del Tesoro

(A Sea Cave Full of
Legends

Last but not least, let’s venture underground to one of the only
known sea caves in Europe that is also open to the public: Cueva del
Tesoro, located in the quiet town of Rincon de la Victoria, just
outside Malaga. What makes this cave special—aside from its
striking beauty—is its mix of natural wonder and mysterious history.
Formed by the sea over millions of years, the cave features winding
tunnels, underground chambers, and even ancient carvings left
behind by prehistoric civilizations.

And of course, there’s the legend: rumor has it that an Arab treasure
is still hidden somewhere within these stone walls, earning the cave
its name ("Cave of Treasure"). Whether or not you find gold, the
experience itself is a treasure—cool, quiet, and filled with a sense of
timelessness. It's an ideal place to explore with family or on a
peaceful solo outing, especially during hot summer afternoons when
the cave’s natural chill is more than welcome.
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The Costa del Sol is famous for its sunshine and beaches, and
for good reason. But as this list shows, there’s so much more to
discover if you’re willing to look just a little deeper. From the
storybook charm of Benalmadena Pueblo to the alien
landscapes of El Torcal and from mountaintop views in
Marbella to legends hidden beneath the ground, these
lesser-known spots offer a whole new layer of magic to the
Costa del Sol.

So next time you visit, take a detour. Leave the usual path
behind, and follow your curiosity—you might just find your
favorite part of the coast where you least expect it.




